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BOSTON--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Jul. 14, 2025-- Vertex Pharmaceuticals Incorporated (Nasdaq: VRTX) today announced that it has
been named a 2025 Breakthroughs Innovation Celebration winner by Premier, Inc., a leading health care improvement company.
The honor recognizes JOURNAVX™ (suzetrigine), an oral, non-opioid, highly selective NaV1.8 pain signal inhibitor for the
treatment of adults with moderate-to-severe acute pain, as a groundbreaking health care technology.

“We are honored to be recognized at Premier’s 2025 Innovation Celebration. This reflects our unwavering commitment to bringing
innovative medicines, like JOURNAVX — a non-opioid and the first new class of pain medicine approved in decades — to patients
with significant unmet need,” said Duncan McKechnie, Executive Vice President and Chief Commercial Officer at Vertex.

“Premier proudly acknowledges Vertex’s outstanding commitment to advancing health care,” said Bruce Radcliff, Senior Vice
President, Supply Chain, at Premier. “Their innovative product, recognized at our 2025 Innovation Celebration, reflects our shared
mission to drive cost-efficiency, operational excellence and improved patient outcomes. We applaud Vertex for their invaluable
contributions to health care.”

Premier’s Innovation Celebration is entering its 14th year of recognizing and honoring supplier product innovations. With roughly
120 nominations this year, member clinicians, physicians and supply chain experts rigorously evaluate these technologies and
services for their merit. Vertex will be formally recognized on July 15, 2025, at Premier’s annual Breakthroughs Conference and
Exhibition.

About JOURNAVX™ (suzetrigine)
JOURNAVX (suzetrigine) is a first-in-class, oral, non-opioid, highly selective pain signal inhibitor that is selective for NaV1.8
relative to other NaV channels. NaV1.8 is a voltage-gated sodium channel that is selectively expressed in peripheral pain-sensing
neurons (nociceptors), where its role is to transmit pain signals (action potentials). Because JOURNAVX blocks pain signals only
found in the periphery, not in the brain, JOURNAVX provides effective relief of pain without the limitations of currently available
therapies, including the addictive potential of opioids.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved twice-daily JOURNAVX for the treatment of adults with moderate-to-severe
acute pain on January 30, 2025.

Vertex and Premier, Inc. have a national group purchasing agreement in place to make pricing programs for JOURNAVX available
to their members that serve acute pain patients, representing thousands of health care providers throughout the country to ensure
patients and prescribers at hospitals have access.

INDICATION and IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION FOR JOURNAVX ™  (suzetrigine)

INDICATION AND USAGE

JOURNAVX is a prescription medicine used to treat adults with moderate-to-severe short term (acute) pain.

It is not known if JOURNAVX is safe and effective in children.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Patients should not take JOURNAVX if they take certain medicines that are strong inhibitors of an enzyme called CYP3A.
Patients should ask their healthcare providers if they are not sure.

Before taking JOURNAVX, patients should tell their healthcare provider about all of their medical conditions, including if
they: have liver problems. People with liver problems may have an increased risk of getting side effects from taking
JOURNAVX; are pregnant or plan to become pregnant as it is not known if JOURNAVX will harm an unborn baby. Patients and
their healthcare providers should decide if they will take JOURNAVX while they are pregnant, are breastfeeding, or are planning to
breastfeed, as it is not known if JOURNAVX passes into breast milk. Patients and their healthcare providers should decide if they
will take JOURNAVX while they are breastfeeding.

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vrtx.com%2F&esheet=54289146&newsitemid=20250714536618&lan=en-US&anchor=Vertex+Pharmaceuticals+Incorporated&index=1&md5=0d9331f9f1f95237859b8af050965097


Patients should tell their healthcare provider about all the medicines they take, including prescription and over-the-counter
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. Taking JOURNAVX with certain other medicines may affect the way JOURNAVX
and the other medicines work and may increase patients’ risk of side effects. Patients should ask their healthcare provider or
pharmacist for a list of these medicines if they are not sure.

Patients should especially tell their healthcare provider if they take hormonal birth control medicine (contraceptives) containing
progestins other than levonorgestrel or norethindrone. If they take one of these contraceptives (progestins other than
levonorgestrel or norethindrone), they may not work as well during treatment with JOURNAVX. Patients should also use
nonhormonal contraceptives such as condoms or use other forms of hormonal birth control during treatment with JOURNAVX and
for 28 days after they stop taking JOURNAVX. Medicines that are substrates of the CYP3A enzyme may become less effective
during treatment with JOURNAVX. Their healthcare provider may need to adjust the dose of patients’ medicine when starting or
stopping JOURNAVX. Patients should know the medicines they take and keep a list of them to show their healthcare provider and
pharmacist when they get a new medicine. Patients should not take food or drink containing grapefruit while taking JOURNAVX.

JOURNAVX can cause side effects: The most common side effects for patients treated with JOURNAVX include itching, muscle
spasms, increased blood level of creatine phosphokinase, and rash. JOURNAVX may temporarily reduce the chance of females
becoming pregnant while on treatment. Patients should talk to their healthcare provider if they have concerns about becoming
pregnant. If patients are using contraceptives, continue to use contraceptives during treatment with JOURNAVX. Patients should
tell their healthcare provider if they have any side effect that bothers them or that does not go away. These are not all of the
possible side effects of JOURNAVX. Patients should call their healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. Patients
may report side effects to the FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please click here for the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information, for JOURNAVX.

About Vertex
Vertex is a global biotechnology company that invests in scientific innovation to create transformative medicines for people with
serious diseases and conditions. The company has approved therapies for cystic fibrosis, sickle cell disease, transfusion-
dependent beta thalassemia and acute pain, and it continues to advance clinical and research programs in these areas. Vertex
also has a robust clinical pipeline of investigational therapies across a range of modalities in other serious diseases where it has
deep insight into causal human biology, including neuropathic pain, APOL1-mediated kidney disease, IgA nephropathy, primary
membranous nephropathy, autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease, type 1 diabetes and myotonic dystrophy type 1.

Vertex was founded in 1989 and has its global headquarters in Boston, with international headquarters in London. Additionally, the
company has research and development sites and commercial offices in North America, Europe, Australia, Latin America and the
Middle East. Vertex is consistently recognized as one of the industry's top places to work, including 15 consecutive years on
Science magazine's Top Employers list and one of Fortune’s 100 Best Companies to Work For. For company updates and to learn
more about Vertex's history of innovation, visit www.vrtx.com or follow us on LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and X.

Special Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements
This press release contains forward-looking statements as defined in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, as
amended, including, without limitation, statements made by Duncan McKechnie and Bruce Radcliff in this press release and
statements regarding the anticipated benefits of the national group purchasing agreement between Vertex and Premier, Inc.,
including pricing programs to make JOURNAVX available and ensuring access for patients and prescribers at hospitals. While
Vertex believes the forward-looking statements contained in this press release are accurate, these forward-looking statements
represent the company's beliefs only as of the date of this press release and there are a number of risks and uncertainties that
could cause actual events or results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements.
Those risks and uncertainties include the risks listed under the heading “Risk Factors” in Vertex's annual report and in subsequent
filings filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission and available through the company's website at www.vrtx.com and
www.sec.gov. You should not place undue reliance on these statements. Vertex disclaims any obligation to update the information
contained in this press release as new information becomes available.
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